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Learn:  I started this project in February, 2013.  I wanted to learn 
about African-American History of the Shenandoah Valley.  I also 
wanted to learn about the families who contributed so much to the 
building of the Valley.   Our history books did not tell us of the many 
thousands of men who walked to neighboring states to serve in the 
United States Colored Troops during the Civil War.   Nor did we learn 
of the hundreds of men and women who lived as Freedmen and wom-
en of the early 1800’s.   They were saddlers, coopers, bakers, shoemak-
ers.  

Share: Soon I discovered several Valley Historians and Au-
thors.   Their work is extensive and can be found in different parts of 
the Shenandoah Valley.  This research is in local libraries, University 
Special Collections and Historical Societies.   I wanted to share these 
and the discoveries I was making.  I started this website, which I update 
regularly.  I also have monthly research/resource sessions at the Simms 
Center in Harrisonburg, Virginia, every second Wednesday of the 
Month, 1:00pm - 5:00pm. 

Illuminate:  This History’s  strength, love of family and faith 
will inspire.   The “Newtowns” of the Valley, building schools, churches 
and cemeteries.    Working hard throughout the decades, contributing 
to all communities, enduring injustices and remaining strong.  It’s time 
to Learn, Share and Illuminate this wonderful history!

Visit our website at 

www.valleyblackheritage.org



Aces 
of 

Rhythm 

Harry Lee Solomon (Piano)

Sammy Redd (Guitar) 

Rawley Bundy (Bass) 

John Bruce (Drums) 

Jim Crawford (Tenor Sax) 

Joseph Yokley (Vocalist) 

Weldon “Red” Bundy (Trumpet) 

Ruth Crawford* (Vocalist) 

*Joined later

Harry Lee Solomon (Piano) 

Harry Lee Solomon was born in Harrisonburg, VA on March 15th 1896 
and died of natural causes on January 18th, 1960 at the age of 63.

Solomon owned a local shoe shine shop called, “Harry Lee’s Shoe Shine 
Parlor”

Solomon had been shining shoes for most of his life. 
According to an article by Bill Reilly in the Harrisonburg Daily News Re-
cord, Solomon began shining shoes at the age of ten at a local barbershop 
in Harrisonburg. During this interview, Solomon said, “You know, soon 
after the war, I decided to get out of the shoe shine business, so I pulled 
stakes and went
to Pittsburg for a while.” “What did you do up there” Reilly asked. Solomon 
answered, “Shined shoes.”
Upon returning to Harrisonburg, Solomon opened his own shoeshine 
parlor, and operated his stand for the rest of his days.
Solomon was known as more than just a shoeshiner, though.  He was 
known and respected by the entire Harrisonburg com- munity as a most 
talented musician. He sang for local quartets and at his church. Solomon 
was also part of the band, Aces of Rhythm, as the pianist and backup vo-
calist. Solomon and his fellow band members made a name for themselves 
in the Harrisonburg and Shenandoah Valley communities respectfully. The 
band was known to play at local clubs, establishments, schools, and more.

Known musical groups: Aces of Rhythm, The Shenandoah Comedy Four, 
Night Hawk Orchestra.

Source: Daily News Record



Rawley Bundy (Bass) 

Rawley Bundy was born in Bridgewater, VA on October 9th, 
1916 and died of illness on June 5th, 1950 at the age of 33. 

Rawley Bundy was a barber in Harrisonburg, VA and the brother 
of fellow band member Weldon “Red” Bundy. 

Although Rawley died at a young age, he was well loved and re-
member by his family. His wife, Julia Bundy, annually published 
a Rememberance on the Daily News Record in loving memory of 
Rawley. 

Known musical groups: Aces of Rhythm. 

Source: Daily News Record

Source: Daily News Record

Source: Daily News Record



Joseph Yokley (vocals) 

Joseph Yokley was born in 1920 in Harrisonburg, VA. 

Yokley was known for being President of the Methodist Men of the 
John Wesley Methodist Church. 

Known musical groups: Aces of Rhythm, local church gospels. 

Weldon “Red” Bundy 
(Trumpet) 

Weldon “Red” Bundy was born June 25th, 1922 in Bridgewater, VA 
and died on November 17th, 2003 at the age of  81. 

Red was a porter in Harrisonburg, VA and the younger brother of 
Rawley Bundy. 

He had lived his entire life in the Harrisonburg area and graduat-
ed from the Effinger School. He was a member of the John Wesley 
United Methodist Church and was co-founder with his father of the 
Bundy ‘s Boys Band.

Red was better known for his involvment with music and is proba-
bly of the biggest influences on the music scene in the Shenandaoh  
Valley. 

Apart from playing the trumpet with Aces of Rhythm, Red was also 
the founding member of award winning musical group “Bundy’s Boys 
Band”

Known musical groups: Aces of Rhythm, Bundy’s Boys Band

Source: Daily News Record
Source: Daily News Record



The shenandoah 
comedy four

Known Members

Griffin Ray

Harry Lee solomon

Source: Daily News Record

Source: Daily News Record
Source: Daily News Record



Griffin Ray

Griffin Ray was born in Harrisonburg, VA in 1901 and died at the early age 
of 33 due to illness from pneumonia. 

Ray, like Harry Lee Solomon, also owned and operated a shoe shining 
parlor. 

Shoe shining, however, was not is forte. Ray was a well known muscian in 
the Harrisonburg and Shenandoah Valley area. In fact, Ray enjoyed great 
success with his musical group the Shenandoah Comedy Four, which was a 
quartet that combined comedy acts and music in their performances.

Along with his bandmembers, Ray performed at different venues around 
the Valley area as well as on local radio stations--which at the time reflected 
great success for a colored quartet. 
 
Radio stations include WDBJ at Roanoke and WKBG. 

Known musical groups: Shenandoah Comedy Four, Night Hawks Orches-
tra

Source: Daily News Record

Source: Daily News Record

Source: Daily News Record



Source: Ancestry.com

Source: Daily News Record

Source: Daily News Record

Source: Daily News Record



unanswered questions 

Below is a list of missing information and un-
answered questions we’ve come across during 
the research of this booklet: 

•	 Information on Aces of Rhythm members: 

Sammy Redd, John Bruce, Jim Crawford.

•	 The remaining two members of The Shenan-

doah Comedy Four. 

•	 Any member of the Night Hawks Orchestra. 

•	 Any member of the Bundy’s Boys Band

•	 Any other Shenandoah Valley musicians and 

artists  

The Shenandoah Valley Black 
Heritage Project would 
appreciate any additional 
comments, inputs, information, 
or corrections in order to 
improve our research. 

Thank you for your interest 
in this project

For any questions or concerts, visit our website at

www.valleyblackheritage.org


