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The Shenadoah Black
Heritage Project

Valley

LEARN: Istarted this project in February, 2013. 1 wanted to learn
about African-American History of the Shenandoah Valley. I also
wanted to learn about the families who contributed so much to the
building of the Valley. Our history books did not tell us of the many
thousands of men who walked to neighboring states to serve in the
United States Colored Troops during the Civil War. Nor did we learn
of the hundreds of men and women who lived as Freedmen and wom-
en of the early 1800’s. They were saddlers, coopers, bakers, shoemak-
ers.

SHARE: Soon I discovered several Valley Historians and Au-
thors. Their work is extensive and can be found in different parts of
the Shenandoah Valley. This research is in local libraries, University
Special Collections and Historical Societies. I wanted to share these
and the discoveries I was making. I started this website, which I update
regularly. Ialso have monthly research/resource sessions at the Simms
Center in Harrisonburg, Virginia, every second Wednesday of the
Month, 1:00pm - 5:00pm.

ILLUMINATE: This History’s strength, love of family and faith

will inspire. The “Newtowns” of the Valley, building schools, churches
and cemeteries. Working hard throughout the decades, contributing

to all communities, enduring injustices and remaining strong. It’s time
to Learn, Share and Illuminate this wonderful history!

Visit our website at
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www.valleyblackheritage.org
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THE SHENANDOAH
BLACK HERITAGE

VALLEY
PROJECT

MUSIC IN THE
SHENANDOAH
VALLEY
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HARRY LEE SOLOMON (PIANO) <

Harry Lee Solomon was born in Harrisonburg, VA on March 15th 1896
and died of natural causes on January 18th, 1960 at the age of 63.
Solomon owned a local shoe shine shop called, “Harry Lee’s Shoe Shine <
Parlor”

Solomon had been shining shoes for most of his life.

According to an article by Bill Reilly in the Harrisonburg Daily News Re-
cord, Solomon began shining shoes at the age of ten at a local barbershop
in Harrisonburg. During this interview, Solomon said, “You know, soon
after the war, I decided to get out of the shoe shine business, so I pulled

s ! ‘!E answered, “Shined shoes”
o ) s op: /
RHY i 1 b “HYTH parlor, and operated his stand for the rest of his days.
‘ Solomon was known as more than just a shoeshiner, though. He was

Upon returning to Harrisonburg, Solomon opened his own shoeshine '

known and respected by the entire Harrisonburg com- munity as a most

talented musician. He sang for local quartets and at his church. Solomon <
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‘ Sz)urcei Daily News Relédrd o
was also part of the band, Aces of Rhythm, as the pianist and backup vo-
calist. Solomon and his fellow band members made a name for themselves

HARRY LEE SOLOMON (PIANO
( ) in the Harrisonburg and Shenandoah Valley communities respectfully. The '

SAMMY REDD (GUITAR) band was known to play at local clubs, establishments, schools, and more.

RAWLEY BUNDY (BASS) Known musical groups: Aces of Rhythm, The Shenandoah Comedy Four,

JOHN BRUCE (DRUMS) Night Hawk Orchestra.

stakes and went

to Pittsburg for a while” “What did you do up there” Reilly asked. Solomon
JIM CRAWFORD (TENOR SAX) l
JOSEPH YOKLEY (VOCALIST)

WELDON “RED” BUNDY (TRUMPET)
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RUTH CRAWFORD" (VOCALIST)
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All That Jazz

RAWLEY BUNDY (BASS)

‘When Harry Lee Solomon died on a Tuesday in
January 1960, many stores along Main Street in
Harrisonburg closed the following Friday for his fu-
neral. His death left a void in the lives of those close
to him — and several generations of fans in Harri-
sonburg.

For three decades Solomon’s band had rendered
rhythms for dances arcund the area. And for even
more decades his shoe-shine rag had snapped in
rhythm acrass shoes on Main Street.

Born in Harrisonburg to Boss and Mary Ellen So-
lomon in 1896, Harry Lee began shining shoes on the
street when he was 10. Next he polished his skills at
Lonergan’s Barber Shop at the corner of Main and
Water streets, then at Hisey's Barber Shop anchoring
Elizabeth and Main streets. A Bill Reilly column in
the Daily News-Record gives the following exchange
on his career:

“You know, soon after the war, I decided to get out
of the shoe shine business, so I pulled stakes and
went to Pittsburgh for a while.”

“What did you do up there?” Reilly asked.

“Shined shoes,” Solomon said.

So Solomon returned to his hometown and opened
his own stand. And he proudly acquired the heavy
oak chairs and marble stand originally in Lonergan’s
parlor that he’d fondly wished for in his youth. He
employed six men. In 1953, Reilly estimated Solomon
had shined over a half-million pairs — or a million
shoes — adding, “In his long stint at brightening
people’s footwear, he has shined the shoes of three
gcnerations . . . possibly four.” He wasn’t finished.
Seven more years would swell the total,

Rawley Bundy was born in Bridgewater, VA on October 9th,
1916 and died of illness on June 5th, 1950 at the age of 33.

Rawley Bundy was a barber in Harrisonburg, VA and the brother
of fellow band member Weldon “Red” Bundy.

Although Rawley died at a young age, he was well loved and re-
member by his family. His wife, Julia Bundy, annually published
a Rememberance on the Daily News Record in loving memory of
Rawley.

Known musical groups: Aces of Rhythm.

Solomon’s Reputation Still Shines

Remembrances

by
Nancy Bondurant Jones

And certainly many of those shoes glided along
dance floors to the popular tunes Harry Solomon and
His Aces of Rhythm provided. Weldon “Red” Bundy
joined the seven-piece group when he was in high
school and recalls Solomon’s personal favorite was
“As Time Goes By.” He says his own were “Stardust”
and “Tenderly,” some favorites of a time when “yau
held your date close in — not off on one side like
now.”

Solomon and his Aces played Spotswood Country
Club on Saturday nights. They performed at local
proms, Sun Valley in Elkton, Melrose Caverns north
of town, the University of Virginia, the Moose Club,
and the Rainbow Room above Friddle’s Restaurant,
“Fhose were the white dances,” Bundy says. “We also
played black dances — Robinson’s Inn in Front
Royal, Boocker T. Washington High School in Staun-
ton, The Chicken Shack, and the Christmas dance
every year at Simms School here. We packed 'em in.”
Bundy also recalls one gig at Richwood, W.Va., two
weeks after jazz great Gene Krupa had appcared.

“We heard that Krupa had been there and figured

See REPUTATION, Page 10

Source: Daily News Record

Reputation

Continued from Page 9

IN LOYING MEMORY
of my dear husband, Rawley C.
Bundy, who passed away 3 years
ago June 5, 1850,
we who loved you sadly, mlss you
As it dawns another year,
In our lonely hours of thinking
Thoughts of you are eyel near.
Thy will be done, dear Lord, |
We do not dare complain |
And in our hearts we have the
hope

we might as well give up and go
home. They hadn't liked him —
but they loved us,” Bundy says.
Their old standbys had won faver
over Krupa's big-band jazz.

In addition to the keyboard, So-
lomon added vocals.,

Reilly wrote: “A talented musi-
cian. ... The possessor of an unu-
sually good veice, he for & long
time sang in local quartets and
could take either the bass or tenor
arts.”

Whether the lyrical lilts issued
from Joseph Yokley, Ruth Cut-
ledge or Solomon himself, romance
was heightened for the couples
swaying to his music. Longtime
residents of the area treagure the
memory of slow dancing to the

sounds of that softer time.

But even in todays harder-
edged culture, Solomon's daughter,
Cathy Winston, continues his tra-
dition, She sings in a gospel quar-

That we shall weef again.
—By hils wife, Julia Bundy, sons
Rawley, Jr., and Dennis. 1tp

i
Source: Daily News Record
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tion of her own But that's for a
later column.
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Valley resident and historian.
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Phato Courlesy of Gathy Winston

This photo of Harry Lee Solomon’s Aces of Rhythm was taken in 1946 at a
tot and has built a musical reputa- - Christmas dance at Simms School in Harrisonburg. From left: Solomon, piano;
Sammy Redd, electric guitar; Rawley Bundy, bass; John Bruce, drums; Jim
Naney Jones is o longtime Cr2Wford, tenor sax; Joseph Yokley, vocalist; Weldon ‘Red’ Bundy, trumpet.

Vocalist Ruth Crawford joined the group later,
Source: Daily News Record
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‘ JOSEPH YOKLEY (VOCALS)
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WELDON “RED” BUNDY
(TRUMPET)

) . _ Weldon “Red” Bundy was born June 25th, 1922 in Bridgewater, VA
Joseph Yokley was born in 1920 in Harrisonburg, VA. and died on November 17th, 2003 at the age of 81.
Red was a porter in Harrisonburg, VA and the younger brother of

Rawley Bundy.

Yokley was known for being President of the Methodist Men of the
‘ John Wesley Methodist Church.

He had lived his entire life in the Harrisonburg area and graduat-
ed from the Effinger School. He was a member of the John Wesley
United Methodist Church and was co-founder with his father of the
Bundy ‘s Boys Band.

Known musical groups: Aces of Rhythm, local church gospels.

- - - - =

President Of
Church Group

Red was better known for his involvment with music and is proba-
blyHof the biggest influences on the music scene in the Shenandaoh
Valley.

AYAYA\

Apart from playing the trumpet with Aces of Rhythm, Red was also

the g)unding member of award winning musical group “Bundy’s Boys
Band”

Known musical groups: Aces of Rhythm, Bundy’s Boys Band

12 DAILY NEWS-RECORD, Harrlsonburg, V., Thuraday, Feb. 24, 1994
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Source: Daily News Record
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Photo Courtesy of Weldon 'Red’ Bundy
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The award-winning Bundy’s Boys Band In full marching regalia. )
Source: Daily News Record

Al #2n\ Nl #/22\

g



SIANJANIANIANIS AN

Hig trumpet is silent now but ita notes
linger in the memories of generations of
Harrieonburg residents.

Mention Weldon “Red” Bundy to those
who grew up in Harrisonburg in the 18408
and '50s and inevitable emiles break as
memories carry them back to the rhythmic
beat of “One O'Clock Jump,” “Tippin’ In" and
“Huckabuck.”

When Bundy’s teaching began in 1945,
Harrisonburg housing, scheols and bands
were segregated, but love of music was uni-
versal. Rockingham County had a sirong
music program for its white schools, Joe
‘Warmpler led the all-white Harrisonburg
Boys' Band in 504 public performances be.
tween 1831 and 1944, finally donating ite
uniforms to Harrigonburg High's emerging
band in 1945.

Before Simme School opened, blacks lived
in northeast Harrisonburg and attended Ef-
finger School. Red was in the last class at
Effinger and the firat clasa to graduate from
Simms in 1939. There were no musical in-
struments at the school, but the Bundy
household held horns under eway of Daddy
Dennis, who loved to play. Red caught the
fever and began playing with & dance band
when he was 14, Sounds of music from the
household caught the attention of neighbor.
hood children.

Duffy Smith was one of the children who
hung out begging to be taught how to play;
Dorothy Burgees (now Strother) was an-
other. So Dennis and Red hegan passing on
the basice. Firat they taught two, then three;
then, 88 with the Pied Piper, the Bundys'
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All That Jazz

Bundy’s Boys Band Did Some Serious Playing

Remembrances

By
Nency Bondurant Jones

entourage grew and kept growing.

“Mother was used to all the noise and put
up with us until we got a drummer. Then
she said we had to move,” Red said.

Their first move was to John Wesley
Methodist Church, and the word spread
through the black and white communities
that & band had been born and instruments
were needed. Citywide, housewives cleaned
out closets to donate musicel hardware to
the aspiring musicians. And when HHS got
new band uniforma, the old ones went to
Bundy’s Boys Band. The 25 uniforms and 25
instruments dictated the band's size, but not
its musical growth. Melodies pushed past
the basics and the band needed a new place
to practice — jazz wasn't ellowed at church,
Soon the group moved to American Legion
Post 76's hall above The Colonede Restau-
rant, Taxi driver 8.M. Powell solicited mer-
chants and businessmen to donate money for
new uniforms,

Shirkey's Sign Co. blazoned its name on a
big bass drum that scon would be seen in
parades from West Virginia to Tappahan-
nock. And Myera Bus Co. provided transpor-
tation for the four majorettes, two chaper-
ones, 26 musicians and instruments refurn-

ing with trophies from those distant march-
ing competitions.

In Front Royal they played at the dedica-
tion of Bing Crosby Stadium and in Win-
cheater they entertained at foothall games,
but hometown crowds cheered them on as
well. When Charles Wampler wanted fo
draw people to the new fairground on Edom
Road, he signed on Bundy’s Boys Band. The
contingent played riding through town on
the back of an apen truck and the towns-
people foliowed.

And for the free movie the Elks Club
showed each July 4, the band led the parade
and finished with a concert. They played for
football games, county fairs, lawn parties
and led No. 4 Fire Station in the firemen'a
annual parade. When No. 4 moved from
Elizabeth Street to the new fire station on

Rock Street, it took along the band’s tro- .

phies.

Red was & busy man in those days, He
worked at Shenandoah Labs, Drug Fair and
played with Harry Lee Solomen and his Aces
of Rhythm and the 12-piece Bill Burke Or-
chestra from Staunton. Dennis Bundy was
half the driving force behind the Boys Bend.
So when Dennis had a stroke, there wag no
way to pick up the slack.

When Bundy's Boys Band disbanded, a
speciel era in jazz and martial music came
to an end. The band's legacy? Memories sa-
vored by the several generationa who played
and listened.

Nancy Jones ie a longtime Valley resi-
dent and historiagn.

N

Source: Daily News Record

WEDNESDAY NITE
Stonewall Brigade

Directed by Mr. Swiecki

Bundy’s Band
with Red Bundy Himself

,, R
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The BIf Lawn Party’

= JUNE 17-20

Main Street School Grounds

For 25 yvears Hose Co. No. 4 has been giving you the best
in lawn party entertainment.
thwaitad and Ernest Shifflett promise you that this will ‘
top them all. Just take a look at what they have lined up

for vour entertainment.

Band Concert Each Nite

Co-Chairmen William Brai-

FRIDAY NITE

Band

Broadway Hi Band

Directed by Mr. Eddie Branner

SATURDAY NITE

Harrisonburg Hi Band

Directed by Mrs. Lucille Marshall

Source: Daily News Record
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KNOWN MEMBERS

GRIFFIN RAY

THE SHENANDOAH
COMEDY FOUR

HARRY LEE SOLOMON

) L] L] |

The Shenandoah
tet, will broadcgst
WDRBJ, at Roanoke,
marning at 9:30.

tion,
The Four

— et
|SHENANDOAH FOUR TO
BROADCAST TUESDAY

Comedy
Harrisonburg's famed colored quar-
over
next Tuesday
This will
the second appearance of the har-
mony boys over the Roanoke sta-

made a decided |
when they saneg for the Americanj
Legion convention here last week.

Four,

i
E
|
|
i

Station l

mark I
|

hit

“Ap-

Source: Daily News Record

Al 2n\ el 22\

AYAYA\

W o o &



Vi ==\ \WVj == \\ W

GRIFFIN RAY
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Griffin Ray was born in Harrisonburg, VA in 1901 and died at the early age
of 33 due to illness from pneumonia.

Ray, like Harry Lee Solomon, also owned and operated a shoe shining
parlor.

Shoe shining, however, was not is forte. Ray was a well known muscian in
the Harrisonburg and Shenandoah Valley area. In fact, Ray enjoyed great
success with his musical group the Shenandoah Comedy Four, which was a
quartet that combined comedy acts and music in their performances.

Along with his bandmembers, Ray performed at different venues around
the Valley area as well as on local radio stations--which at the time reflected
great success for a colored quartet.

J
~
)
-1
)

Radio stations include WDB]J at Roanoke and WKBG.

Known musical groups: Shenandoah Comedy Four, Night Hawks Orches-
tra

——

COLORED QUARTET TO .
AROADCAST AT ROANCKE!

—_ e
The Bherandoph Comedy F-:-ur!
pornposed of A quartet of o Harrle-

oviburg ecoiored enienfaiones, ':'-11!

slug wver radic station WDEJ a*
Roonake nexh T'reasday MR |
|J.'mm 030 ko LD moom.

il

Source: Daily News Record
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SHENANDOAH FOUR T0

The Shenandoah Cotnedy
Harrisonburg’s famed colored quar-
e, will  broadegst
'WDBJ, at Roanoke, next Tuesday
morming at 9:30. This will mark
the second appearance of the har- |
mony boys over the Roanoke sta-, Ll
tion, | \1.-:;..1"1;-“1“";, Dvchestra
The Four made a decided
when they sane for the Amrrlcan\
Leglon convention here last weokl

4]
B

Y/\Y/\Y/\YAYA\

Y

g T T T T T

View af the Audience!
SIDNEY SHEPARD,

Armoang er

——

|
BROADCAST TUESDAY;'

Four,

over Station
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And Mm:r Other Local Artisls

A Beautiful Brupswick Plsnagraph
(] ll: [.-men .l-.wn FREF,
‘* T i

IWELL KNOWN COLORED ;
' MUSICIAN PASSES AWAY,

Griffin Rey. aged 33, well-known .
I{a.mmnburg colored man who for
mer&! seara has operated th-i
|3ho-e shrine parlor in the Virginia
Arcade. died at Rockingham Me-l
'moxdsl FIospital last xght atter |
a_ nine days’ Niness from pneu-.
monia. - :

He wwas well known
musloal circles,
of tive f&med Shenanpdoah C:mnedyl
Four.

No funeral ~arrangements wzre'
male last night., Ray was a mm-f
ber of the Baptist Clrurch. §

!!muk.nhut at the Stage and in Full i

Source: Daily News Record

Source: Daily News Record



W == \WVj == \ W

O LS LW L] LW |

A

~ BUNDYS BAND MEET
. ON WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Former

gether again.

members of Bundys
Band inferested in reorganizing,
are asked to meet at the home of
Robert Fields Jr.,
night at 8. He said that a num-
ber of the former members have
expressed a desire to play to-

Source: Daily News Record

Remembrances

Wednesday
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Band Concerts At
Lavvn Fete

Serfes To Be Held
During Fire Co. No. 7
Firermmen’s Festival

Bundy's Boys Band will pro-
vide the musical entertainment
at the Fire Company No. 1 Lawn
Party this evening, the first of a
number of concerts to bhe given
this week at the annual event.

Members of the unit said
last night that a good crowd is
expected each night the rest of
the week, with the chiimax  ex-
pected Friday night after the an-
nual Firemen's Parade and con-
cluding on Saturday night when
Blain Smith and his radio troupe
make their peresonal appear-
ance.

While - Bundy’'s Boys Band
will give first concert for the fire-
men, Harrisonburg High's Band
is scheduled to give the concert
on Thursday night.

Fire fighting and rescue
squad units frem throughout the
Shenandoah Valley are expect
ed to march in the parade here

from

t e

on Friday night, along with a
number of bands and drum and
bugels corps from thruout the
Valley area.

Featured at the Lawn Party
are hobby Horses, swings, love
peny rides, a number of games
and the usual menu of ham,
chicken and other tasty food for
which the firemen here have
been noted.

— Aug. 4, 1954

25 ye

Oak Grove Sets
Music Festival

VERONA — Two former Har
risonburg musicians will retum
to the area Aug. 10 and 1% to
perform at the Oak Grove Mu-
sic Festival here.

Country and bluegrass per-
formaears Phil and Gaye Johnson,
wheo hosted “Phil’s Qldtime
Picking Parlor” two years ago
on WVPT-TV, will be joined in the
Friday and Saturday night con-
certs by Robkin and Linda
willitams, blues singer FPaul
Geremia, banjo player Rick Sey-
ford and Jaohn McCutcheon,
who plays dulcimer and fiddie.

McCutcheon will call square

Source: Daily News Record
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*Weldon "Red” Bundy ¢

Joe Yokely

MISS LUCY SIMME ARD HER TLATERT CLARE AT THE EFFINGER SCHOOT
Source: Ancestry.com
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PITCHMEN
DEMONSTRATORS
ENGRAVERS

THE COURTOINS . ..

Charlie and Mildrad, who climad
out a long nitch carcer more than
A yeur ape, are ull Yocatad @
Miams, where bagh ate engaged n
commercial pursuins Ther keep
shrexst of thingy by cuiting wp
jackies with pitch Lads amd lassies
plaving the Mend sector

HARRY LEE SOLOMON . ..

loag-time enlcriainer of Harrison-
burg, Va., and well known 10 the
puich fratermily, died Januvary 19 of
a hesrt atisck in that citv, we are
ndvised by pitchiman Jack (Botifies)
Ssover, I'ilr.h‘un vears Salamon

loperated a shoe shine parlor in

Hammaoabwurg and Jid part-time en-
tertaining at club dates. He saried
his careet o @ banner boa for the
okl Silasn Green amd Van Armam
mimstrel shows, later becoming a
wer amd vocwlit with Few
Newman and His Southern Rame
hleex archestea In more recent
vears e organired his ovwn haoud,
the Aces of Rhythm, for local en-
tertainment woek
fered] a heart afingk two years ago
and mever fully recovered from it
Surviving are e widow and daugh-
ter. Rumnal ook place in Newlown
Cemetery, Harrmonburg.

Solvnon  sal-

Source: Daily News Record
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‘ UNANSWERED QUESTIONS
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR INTEREST
IN THIS PROJECT

THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY BLACK
HERITAGE PROJECT WOULD

Below is a list of missing information and un-

answered questions we’ve come across during ‘

the research of this booklet:

APPRECIATE ANY ADDITIONAL
COMMENTS, INPUTS, INFORMATION,
OR CORRECTIONS IN ORDER TO
IMPROVE OUR RESEARCH.

o Information on Aces of Rhythm members:
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Sammy Redd, John Bruce, Jim Crawford.

o The remaining two members of The Shenan-

D e e e e i e e eSS )

doah Comedy Four.
o Any member of the Night Hawks Orchestra.
Any member of the Bundy’s Boys Band

e Any other Shenandoah Valley musicians and

artists
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For any questions or concerts, visit our website at
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